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	Two	new	nasal	mites	of	 the	genus	Ptilonyssus	Berlese	and	Trouessart,	1889	are	described	 from	sparrows	of	 the	genus	
Passer		(Passeriformes:	Ploceidae)	found	in	the	Leningrad	province,	Russia:	Ptilonyssus degtiarevae,	n.	sp.	from	Passer 












Λέξεις ευρετηρίασης:	Ρινικά	ακάρεα	Rhinonyssid, Ptilonyssus degtiarevae, Ptilonyssus lovottiae,	σπουργίτια	(Passeriformes)
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Mites	of	the	family	Rhinonyssidae,	 	 	Trouessart,	1895	 are	 permanent	 parasites	 of	 birds	 located	
in	 respiratory	system	of	 these	hosts	 (Fain,	A.,	1994,	
George	E.,	1961,	Knee	&	Proctor,	2010).	The	great-
est	majority	of	 them	parasitize	 in	 the	nasal	 cavities,	
though	some	species	occupy	the	lungs,	tracheal	tissues	
and	even	body	cavity	of	birds	(Porter	&	Strandtmann	







or	 during	 courtship	 behavior.	 Indirect	 transmission	




Mesonyssoides, Ptilonyssus Rallinyssus, Rhinonyssus, 
Sternostoma, Tinaminyssus,	 (Domrow,	 1969,	 Fain	











The	 genus	Ptilonyssus	 Berlese	 and	Trouessart,	
1889	is	the	most	species-rich	genus	of	the	family	and	
currently	includes	over	130	species	(Pence,	1975,	Fain	
1994).	Members	 of	 the	 genus	Ptilonyssus	 are	 large	
mites	 elliptical	 form,	 slightly	 sclerotized,	 and	 have	
dorsolateral	 stigmata	with	 short	 peritremes.	Repre-
sentatives	of	this	genus	are	known	from	3	orders,	and	




by	most	 experts,	 the	 genus	Ptilonyssus	 incorporates	






















































In	 this	 survey	 there	were	 described	 two	mites	
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Ptilonyssus degtiarevae n. sp.	(Figures	1-3	and	3a)
Female:	(holotype and 3 paratypes):
Large	mites	 elliptical	 form	with	 podosomal	 and	








































































Figure 1. Ptilonyssus	degtiarevae	n.	sp.,	female	dorsum. Figure 2. Ptilonyssus	degtiarevae	n.	sp.,	female	venter.




Figure 3.	Ptilonyssus	degtiarevae	n.	sp.,	larva. Figure 3a.	Ptilonyssus	degtiarevae	n.	sp.,	female	dorsum	
(holotype).
Figure 4. Ptilonyssus	lovottiae	n.	sp.,	female	dorsum. Figure 5. Ptilonyssus	lovottiae	n.	sp.,	female	venter.





Type material.	 Female	 holotype	 (ZISP	4717),	 3	
female	and	1	larva	paratypes	(ZISP	4718-4720)	from	
Passer domesticus	(L.)	(Passeridae),	Russia,	Leningrad	
province,	Gavrilovo	 village	 (60°35’	N,	 29°02’	W)	
21.09.2010,	coll.	I.	Dimov.	
Etymology: Ptilonyssus degtiarevae	n.	sp.	is	named	







































somal	 shieldlets	 of	 irregular	 form	present	 (on	 other	













































Male:	 (10 paratypes)	 LB-	 464-492	μm;	WID	–	
148-171	μm;	LPS	–	132-142	μm;	WPS	–	144-168	μm;	
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Figure 6.	Ptilonyssus	lovottiae	n.	sp.,	male	dorsum. Figure 7.	Ptilonyssus	lovottiae	n.	sp.,	male	venter.
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Figure 8.	Ptilonyssus	lovottiae	n.	sp.,	larva	dorsum.
Figure 9. Ptilonyssus	lovottiae	n.	sp.,	larva	venter.
Figure 10. Ptilonyssus	lovottiae	n.	sp.,	protonymph	dorsum. Figure 11. Ptilonyssus	lovottiae	n.	sp.,	protonymph	venter.















Etymology:	 	 The	 new	mite	 species	Ptilonyssus 
lovottiae,	 n.sp.	 has	 been	 named	 after	Dimov’s	 sis-





over	 130	 species	 (Pence	 1975).	We	 recognize	 here	
one	new	small	complex	of	species,	named	here	as	the	
orthonychus	 species	 complex,	 and	 rearrange	 in	 part	
the	species	content	of	the	hirsti	species	complex	Fain	
and	Bafort	 (1963.	The	 species	 included	 in	 the	 com-










by	 the	 following	 combination:	 the	 dorsal	 idiosoma	
bears	the	podosomal	shield,	opisthosomal	shield	and	
a	 pair	 of	mesosomal	 shieldlets.	The	hirsti	 complex	
includes	 eight	 species:	Ptilonyssus lovotti	 n.	 sp.,	P. 
hirsti	Castro	and	Pereira	1947,	P. carduelis	Fain	1962,	
P. capensis	Zumpt	and	Till	1955,	P. emberizae Fain	
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Table 2.	Differential	characters	of	Ptilonyssus lovottiae,	n.sp.	and	Ptilonyssus hirsti.









Table 1.	Differential	characters	of		Ptilonyssus degtiarevae,	n.	sp.	and	P. nudus
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somal	shields	and	setation	of	the	dorsal	opisthosoma,	
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